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civilization the spirit dances became elaborate, for though the belief
was primitive, the people were no longer so. The dances benefited
from the developments that had taken place in Burmese music which,
as we have seen, flourished under the patronage of the Pagan kings.
New spirits were added, and they were usually those of heroic princes.
The dancers were now many, for the mediums turned themselves into
dancing and music mistresses. The chief medium of each spirit
dressed herself in the special dress of the spirit, but the junior
mediums, who were equivalent to the chorus of an English revue,
were in the dress of Burmese princesses. It is interesting to note the
origin of this dress. The mediums realized the necessity of dressing
themselves in fine raiment, but as everybody wore clothes of bright
colours, the only solution of the problem was to don the dress of the
court and official class, which the commoners were forbidden to
wear by law, except during feasts and dances. When drama proper
came into being, the hero and the heroine dressed themselves in the
court dress, even when they were representing common characters.

3.  MIRACLES AND INTERLUDES

After the fall of the kingdom of Pagan in A.D. 1257, Burma was-
the scene of fierce civil wars, but the trouble was mainly in the
capitals; in the villages and small towns life went on in its joyous
way. Religion continued to spread in spite of the fact that the throne
of Pagan was no longer in existence to support it. Learning began
to reach the remotest parts of the country, carried far and near
by monks. To escape from the aimless strife of the civil wars, men
turned towards literature. Money was lacking to compose poems in
brick as had been done at Pagan, and men now expressed their love
for the religion and their love for the beautiful in writing. The new
literature further educated the people and made even stronger the
already strong religious fervour. As a result, at village feasts and on
days of public rejoicing, the people turned towards their religion for
amusement and entertainment. So pageants depicting scenes from
the life of the Buddha and from his Birth Stories came into being.

Pageants were given on ordinary carts that were in use for all
kinds of transport and which are still in use in backward parts of the
country at the present day. Each cart carried a group of (amateur)
actors standing still and representing a set scene. Originally, no
doubt, there were only a few carts representing scenes from different
stories. Later, a pageant came to consist of many carts and many